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UM News Tips
University Relations •  The University of Montana •  Missoula, MT 59812 •  (406) 243-2522
March 18, 2003
COT TO HOST FIRST RURAL HYDROGEN FORUM -  The University of Montana’s 
College of Technology will host a Leader’s Hydrogen Forum from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 29. It will be held in Gallagher Business Building Room 106 at the main UM 
campus. The purpose of the event is to expose key leaders to the role hydrogen energy will 
play in the future of the nation. This first-ever rural hydrogen forum is by invitation only but is 
open to the media. It will feature national hydrogen energy experts interacting with Montana 
leaders such as U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns, a longtime supporter of hydrogen technology.
Event sponsors are the COT, U.S. Department of Energy, National Renewable Energy Labs 
and Montana Chamber of Commerce. Presenters will include representatives from Michigan’s 
Hydrogen Power Park, Chevron/Texaco, Syntroleum, NREL Hydrogen and Wind 
Technologies, the University of California-Irvine and the Montana Public Service Commission.
Leader’s Hydrogen Forum Schedule:
8:15 a.m. — welcome by UM President George Dennison and COT Dean R. Paul Williamson. 
8:30 a.m. -- “Hydrogen Programs and Policy” by U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns.
9 a.m. -  “Wind and Electrolysis” by Steve Palomo of the NREL Wind Project.
9:45 a.m. -  “Carbon Fuel Reforming: Synthetic Fuels” by David Soward of Syntroleum 
Corp.
10:45 a.m. -  “Renewable Hydrogen Vision and Storage Technology” by Jim Ohi, NREL 
senior project leader of Electronic and Hydrogen Technologies.
11:30 a.m. -- “Battery Storage” by Nicolas Pietrangelo of Michigan’s Harding Energy.
1:15 p.m. -  “Michigan SmartZone” by Jim Wolters of Grand Valley State University.
2 p.m. -  “Hydrogen Infrastructure” by Robert Dempsey of VP Hydrogen.
2:45 p.m. -- “Transportation” by Jack Brouwer, associate director of the National Fuel Cell 
Research Center at UC-Irvine.
3:30 p.m. -  “Electrical Production” by Tom Schneider of the Montana Public Service 
Commission.
A follow-up hydrogen forum for the public will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 2, in COT Health and Business Building Room 01.
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